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A LOOK AT THIS ISSUE:

P O W E R  &  I D E A S  M U S T  M E E T !

Barack Obama said, “…a faith in little dreams;

an insistence on small miracles…”. at the

2004 Democratic National Convention. Four

years later, in 2008, he became the first black

president of the United States of America. His

power of comprehension and acceptance

came through in that speech and that

translated to authority. The meeting of power

and ideas became truly evident in his story,

but that combo is sorely lacking in Nigeria

and on the African continent.

POWER + IDEAS = PROGRESS

B Y  A K I N Y E L E  O K E R E M I

M I N D S E T S  A B O U T  E L I T I S M  A N D  P O L I T I C S

M U S T  C H A N G E

It does not matter whether some people have

access to certain opportunities, we

must believe that all men are born equal. This

is the leveller and equality enabler. This is

what has seen people like Barack Obama,

who became the US president, attain great

heights.

Look at his story—how disadvantaged can

anyone be? Yet Obama, in the opening of

his acceptance speech said “Yes, we can”.

This statement continues to reverberate in my

head, and I say again, “Yes, we can”.
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The concept and challenge of what is

important in life seamlessly follows. As a

people [and I am part of this narrative], we

seem to relish in the inconsequential things in

life.

We still talk about whose car is bigger; whose

house is bigger; I have more billions in my

account- I have more material things than

others. We need to move away from all these

by deciding on the more important things -

which is making impact wherever we find

ourselves.

 

We do not see many people celebrating that

they have been able to put more children who

were out of school back to school or put more

people in gainful employment. Many people

who are part of the elite don’t understand why

God made them elite. They think being elite is

for trampling on other people, increasing the

power gap, but this cannot be the right way to

think. The duty of the elite should be to bring

up society to their levels in every aspect of life.

Elites must appreciate that while it may be

true that they may have gone through

hardship to attain their positions, they occupy

positions of trust in society and they need to

be circumspect in their decisions and actions.

As black people, we must remind

ourselves, ‘Yes, we can’. Until we put

ourselves down, no one can put us

down. I think that is the first thing that

needs to change - our mindset,

knowing we can solve our own

problems. If that mindset changes,

there will be differences in the way we

do everything ranging from technology,

medicine, law, finance, and politics.

That is a fundamental thing that has to

change, now! Believe that we can do

anything we put our mind to.
 

Elitism, the power gap and

understanding what is IMPORTANT

ABOUT LIFE
 
I see myself as a leader, not just in tech,

at this age now - I should look at issues

holistically. One thing I see is that

people tend to see the world from their

individual paradigms: People who lack

confidence in their own competence

look at other people as being

incompetent while competent people

who are smart inherently believe other

people are smart.

EVERYBODY

KNOWS WHAT IS

RIGHT ,  AND

WHAT IS WRONG
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It is nice to attend funerals because it allows a

timely and constant self check. I have never

heard at a funeral that people talk about how

rich the individual was in death, the material

things they left behind become irrelevant.

What we hear is how the life of the dead

person impacted other people. Therefore,

while riches and high social standing is

desirable - the more desirable quality is the

ability to impact the immediate environment

for good. If we keep the end in

mind from the beginning, which is one of the

seven habits of highly effective people as

stated by Stephen Covey, I believe we will

immediately begin to do the right things.

As a Christian, I will always reference the

Bible in John 12:32 where Jesus said,

“When I am raised up, I will pull all men to

me”. It was not about Him going up

and leaving everyone down here. This is the

perfect paradigm for understanding the

purpose of being a member of the elite—it is

to pull other people to our level. When they

attain that level, they will challenge the

status quo, which breeds innovation and

progress. Elites need to get it - they are a lot

better off when they empower a lot more

people. This is another mindset that has to

change. One of the fears of the lazy fat cats

is that empowered people have the gut

power to challenge the status quo.

 

ARE WE AFRAID TO BE CHALLENGED?

But being challenged is a splendid thing to

make us become better. We will always have

people with natural advantages, either they

are faster in reasoning, have more

experience but if they are not challenged,

they will never achieve their ultimate

capability. When they are challenged, it

forces them to the next level, and this must

happen. As part of the elite, our

responsibility is not to oppress but to impact

other people.

THE ELITISM RULE

IS TO PULL

PEOPLE UP TO THE

SAME LEVEL
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Once people become empowered in their

head and their mind is free from the shackles

of living from hand to mouth, then we will

begin to see a society that can probably elect

leaders who are likely to be credible. One

challenge we face is having a coterie of

leaders who are not credible.

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e
An issue that has gained ground

interminably, especially in my generation, is

the oft-mentioned cliché that politics is a

dirty game. By assumption, politics is played

by dirty people. This is a misnomer in my

opinion. Politics should not be seen as a

dirty game because you cannot talk about

power without talking about politics.

Therefore, we must ensure that our own

smart people get interested in politics

otherwise we will continue to look from the

side-lines, frustrated and complaining at the

goings-on when we could be the ones

calling the shots.

AFRICA  IS

UNFORTUNATE TO

BE A  PRIDE OF

LIONS LED BY

SHEEP

Africa is blessed with honest and plain people

- with a lot of smart and credible persons but

has so far been unfortunate to be like the

proverbial  pride of Lions led by Sheep - they

will always be defeated by a flock of Sheep,

led by a Lion. That is the importance of

formation, and that is what we lack in Africa. 

 

What we commonly see are people in power

without ideas, while the people who have

ideas have no powers. There is a need for a

realignment to ensure that power and ideas

meet - when these two meet then we can have

progress and success. I see a bright future for

Africa because I strongly believe we will

realign our formation to ensure that we are led

by our lions.


