
What is technology? What is software?

Technology is the application of science to life. It is not

agnostic of culture and it solves problems rather than

create more or other problems. 

The fact also is there is no monopoly of knowledge and

the playing field is a lot more level than at any time in

the past. We are thus blessed because we do not have

to create or reinvent the wheel. We can plug and play

immediately! We can copy what countries like Israel

have done and we will be on our way. 

That only becomes difficult when there is no cognitive

National Strategy. I have always maintained that this

is a must. And whatever strategy we decide on can be

fully driven by technology.
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If Nigeria for example decides to base the

National Strategy on the production of gas

because we know oil is dwindling and dying, then

we can create an eco-system around gas

production. 

That ecosystem will be driven totally by

technology. We can create lots of intellectual

property around it from the extraction to

everything; to the transportation by pipelines;

monitoring it and all the likes using the software

specifically designed and implemented.

Technology as strategy

Basing the National Strategy around I.T

The caveat here is that there has to

be that desire for development, as

understood by economists. 

There is a dichotomy between

growth and development. One can

factually state that the economy is

growing and there is no

development. An economy growing

without development can be likened

to a tree with a lot of leaves but no

fruits. When we have real growth,

we expect to see development.

If we want to see development, we

have to ensure that the intellectual

property and the associated services

around the ecosystem are driven and

owned by Nigerians. That way, we

can fully internalize the wealth that

we create in that regard.

Even if we decide we want to do

agriculture, we could use a lot of

Agritech that's homegrown, home-

maintained, and works for us. 

we can create an eco-

system around gas

production AND That

ecosystem will be

driven totally by

technology
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Israel is ‘blessed ’ with an arid land but that has

not stopped them from producing more than

enough food for their population and for export.

They are also landlocked but in employing

technology, they have been able to convert an

arid region into reasonable agrarian society.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Design, at the

crop level, ensure that there is knowledge

about the requirements of the crop. 

These sensors are able to transmit information

and using artificial intelligence, respond to the

need in real time. The idea of automating and

using software is not just about efficiency but

quality. In engineering, quality is defined in

terms of predictability. 

This is why Israel is able to produce their yield.

They know what is going to happen under

standard temperature and pressure.

Consequently, what they 've now been able to

do is to ensure that at crop level, they are able

to monitor and intervene when necessary to

ensure optimal yield. We can copy it wholesale.

NO NEED TO REINVENT THE WHEEL We pride ourselves as an oil-

producing nation. So, let ’s take a

look at the UAE. Employing AI and

design engineering, they fashioned a

control room where every drop of

oil mined is monitored. Every valve

has sensors that are monitored in

real-time, which means that they

know when there is a leakage. They

know if a flow stops. This is not

cheap but it is also not rocket

science. 

People have done it before, which is

why I can restate loudly that there is

nothing anybody has done anywhere

in the world that Nigerians cannot

do better. 

All we need to do is to get our

people to do similar things for us

and people will be amazed at the

prosperity that can happen. I 'm

talking about real prosperity, not

just growth. We will see economic

growth, development, and

prosperity.

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
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